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how can ... big part of it is we have a point system there. Where they can earn points 
for little chores and they can go buy food or they can rent time on our Playstation that 
we have there. That's how you get on the Playstation, you, you got to earn it. Anyway, 
my main -- the other thing is I do is I get the kids to help out in cleaning the area around 
there. I think I average about -- for the last two years, I average about 15 kids a month. 
We clean up once a month. We take out 10 to 20 bags of garbage out of that area. We 
started to branch out to the Hana Highway area. We get a lot of support from Maui Film 
Festival for, to provide food for the kids and a lot of other merchants in town provide 
soda and rice and everything we need and we do a once a month beach cleaning there. 
The other thing I do is, started to do was an entrepreneurial, kind of entrepreneurial 
malama aina and teaching the kids how to take care of the place as far as take, planting 
native plants on the beach and restoring the dunes there. And that's where I seem to 
be moving my focus towards is dune restoration with the kids. If you look out there, we 
got this white picket fence, used to be a chain link fence, very ugly, was rusting away, 
tearing down. That whole white picket fence was done by 12 year olds, was put up by 
12 year old kids. I would say every kid back there has helped me more than once in 
picking up trash for Malama Pono. I also have a brochure describing more in detail of 
some of the stuff I'm doing. One thing that I've noticed today is that we have very little 
time for doing restoration down there. I think, you know, within two, three years, the 
water will be in house down there that's, that's how quick that this erosion is happening. 
And we've already made big strides in certain areas on our property and I'm looking to 
going out into the park area with our kids and providing, doing dune restoration that 
way. I've got great support from ... the Maui County nursery. They've, they've 
provided hundreds of plants for us. And thank you very much. I only have five of these. 
One, two, three, four, five. Eh, perfect. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Give it to Tamara. 

MR. KAIKALA: Alright. Okay, thank you very much. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Mr. Kaikala. Any questions for Mr. Kaikala? If not, thank you 
very much, Kawika. Next, we have Jake Souki and Roger Ward. 

MASTER WARD: Hi, my name is Roger and I work at the Paia Bay Cafe. And I go into the 
youth center because I get to do the video editing and filming and I like to skate there 
and it's fun. And here's Jake. 

MASTER SOUKI: Hi, I'm Jake Souki and I go to the Paia Youth and Cultural Center. I've been 
going there for three years and I like it because it's a place to hang out. We have 
nothing to do and you can skate there, body board, edit film, and I kind of just work on 
my own videos and I do prac ... PS's, anti-tobacco campaigns videos. And ... thanks 
for all your support and right on. 
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CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, gentlemen. Thank you, Jake. Thank you, Roger. Next, we 
have ... I think it's Zach. Is there a Zach? And a Blaze Anderson. Is it 
Zach Chapman? 

MR. ANDERSON: Zach couldn't make it this evening. T J is standing in this place, he'd like to 
say a couple quick words. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Sure. 

MASTER FEVELLA: Hi, I'm, I am T J Fevella and I go to the youth center and I like hanging 
out over there. And I learned how to skate because of Blaze and he's our, one of our 
staffs and he helped me. Thank you for your support. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, T J. 

MR. ANDERSON: Good evening, Council Members, and Staff. I definitely appreciate coming 
out here to be able to talk ... (CHANGE TAPE) ... news, five years in the running 
since our first allotment meeting with the Council Members a long time ago in Park and 
Rec. Three step up parcel properties, two separate landlords, no real demarcations on 
either of the old TMK's. I had to create it all myself with the help A & B's engineers and 
surveyors, private communities, foundations, and everybody giving me, you know, about 
half price on our, you know, archeological surveys and all the different reviews there. 
We were finally issued our SMA permit two weeks ago. We're ahead. Architect just 
dropped off the last engineer plan while we're in this meeting for our grading permit, 
which will hopefully be issued next week and we're all have been lined up ready to go. 
I've got great community support throwing down between materials and labor here to 
get, make this happen. As you know, I've been either President of the Old Maui Skate 
Association all the way up to SPAM. I passed off the skate parks to YMCA because of 
their insurance policies and I still facilitated and assisted them in coordinating all those 
parks projects and have been running the skate parks for now five years. So, I have a 
lot of experience in what operations need, what they don't need, and, you know, how to 
clean it up. We just got everything off the ground. I do have a training program now. All 
my kids have been doing the maintenance on these parks for years. All the resurfacing 
of the ramps, the masonite. Some of my kids have 70, 80,000 screw holes under their 
belt that they've, you know, literally done that labor late at night, different times like that. 
So, we have a great little team of kids that can put on events, run their own skate park, 
and they'll literally be owned, be youth run and owned this park. The way that our plans 
are and the connection to the youth center building for supervision and for just overall 
enjoyment of facilities, it's going to be wonderful. An extremely awesome spot, you 
know, and the video tied in with that. We're going to have a great scene you want to 
hear this next year. We hope to get through it some time this summer or end of summer 
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have that park open and ready to go. So, thanks for your support and we'll see you 
there at the grand opening. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. Thank you very much, Blaze. Hold on. Mr. Arakawa. 

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Yeah, Blaze, how are you handling the liability, the insurance 
on the park? 

MR. ANDERSON: At this point, we carry a huge policy. Now, with a standard skate policy, it's, 
you know, over a million and plus medical excess insurance. So, we carry it and we 
co-insure everybody ... county and state. 

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: And then the design of the skateboard park, how are you 
taking care, taking care of the wind blowing the sand into this area? 

MR. ANDERSON: Yeah, actually the park (A) because of the tide line there and we wanted to 
have a couple of structures that were up to 8 ft in there to make a more competitive 
style. And because of the wind and beach, we're actually elevating the whole park that 
it's ground level be 4 ft above the ground. So, that's one part of elevation there. To be 
planted native ... native plant and stonewalls all around it, really flowing curving lines 
that match the dune line and the wind so it actually blows past. In our direction, there's 
actually northeast as it comes by and the shape of the skate park will blow past and 
help the dunes still form and travel as they normally naturally do. And it will be shade 
screen on the windward sides that will be a sand block from that side and the other 
sides will be open still for public view and that are opposite, you know, more the kona 
side. So, kona's we may get some wind in there but it won't be the sandy side. 

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Okay. I'm looking forward to seeing that. It's been about five 
years since we first talked about this. 

MR. ANDERSON: Straight five. 

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: So, it's great that you're about to start building it and we'll 
see how it turns out. Thanks. 

MR. ANDERSON: Yeah, our final grant, I just submitted to the Tony Hawk Foundation which 
is, grants up to $25,000 a time, last month. We'll hear from 'em next month and 
considering he was on site at our youth center a couple months ago, standing out front 
going this will be a great place for a skate park. He got dialed in. We know that they 
will also be issuing us some money to complete the bill. That will be the last little bit 
money we need and not to mention the attention, we'll get national attention because of 
that. So, thanks for your support. 
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COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Thanks, Blaze. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you very much, Blaze. Okay. Next, we have Carol Gentz. 

MS. GENTZ: Aloha, my name is Carol Gentz and I'm the Executive Director of Imua Rehab. 
And I want to thank every ... thank the Council for coming to Paia to allow more people 
to participate in the budget review process. And I'm here in support of the Community 
Partnerships Grant Program of the Department of Human Concerns. Imua, Imua 
Rehab along with several other community social service agencies applies to this 
program for grants that are, to support our essential services. The program that Imua 
Rehab applies for is our Early, our Inf ... excuse me, our Infant and Child Development 
program. And research consistently demonstrates that early intervention and the first 
three years of children's lives are very important to their emotional and developmental 
abilities. And so, the, our Infant and Child Development program works with children 
from birth to three years of age with developmental delays or at risk with developmental 
delays and we work with their families too. And we are the only such program on Maui 
and Lanai and we are going from a center-based program to a home-based or natural 
environment program. And so, we travel all the way from Kapalua to Hana and to Lanai 
on a monthly basis. We serve, on an annual basis we serve about 275 families and 
children and on a monthly basis that's anywhere from 100 to 110 children. So, our 
dedicated staff of about ten therapists are very busy every month traveling all over the 
island providing these essential services. And ... as the program is designed to, 
enhances development of these infants and toddlers with disabilities and special needs, 
reduce educational costs by minimizing the needs for special education later on, 
maximizing the likelihood of independent living by these children, and also enhance the 
capacity of their families to meet their needs of their children. And these children could 
be severely disabled or just slightly delayed based on environmental factors. So, we 
greatly appreciate your support and thank you again for coming to Paia. Thank you. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Carol. Any questions for Carol, Ms. Gentz tonight? Thank you. 
I can tell you my family is a beneficiary of your program and my little nephew is well on 
his way to having a good education at Wailuku Elementary. So, thank you. Next, we 
have Guadalupe Ruiz. 

MS. RUIZ: Hello, and good evening to everybody. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Hello. 

MS. RUIZ: Council and the community. I'm Mrs. Guadalupe Ruiz and I am the Paia 
Pensioners Club Vice-President. I am just elected several weeks ago and I really am 
not so sure of the different activities of the Pensioners Club yet. But anyway, last week 
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some of the members already had gone to Honolulu to compete with the Gate Ball 
activities. So, we have lots of activities that I know is going on within the community, 
Paia Pensioners Club. And so, we really thank the community for all the support they 
had given to MEO for the bus transportation. And again, they will be, we will be going to 
Hana and we will be going again to Lanai. So with all the support of the community, 
money wise and the bus wise, we thank you. And another concern too of some of our 
seniors is the sewer, sewage is more expensive than the water we use. I don't know 
what agency this has to be addressed to. Sewer. So, again this is one of the concerns 
of the senior citizens because we as senior citizens do have limited income already. 
So, again thank you for checking on these different social and financial concerns of our 
seniors. Thank you. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Ms. Ruiz. Any questions for Ms. Ruiz this evening? 
Mr. Arakawa. Hold on please, Ms. Ruiz. 

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Maybe just a little bit of an explanation 'cause this question 
comes up all the time. The water rates and the sewage rates are actually for two 
different things. So, they use the water meter, the amount of water to determine how 
much sewer fee is going to be. The sewer fee, all the improvements to the different 
treatment plants and all the new expansion projects that's what you have to cover in the 
cost and that's why that part has been going up. Because with the EPA, the 
Environmental Protection Agency requirements, we had to make a lot of improvements 
in that area and that's why that part is actually more expensive now than the water. 

MS. RUIZ: Oh. 

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: So, it has nothing to do with the water itself. It's the only way 
that we could figure out to be able to try and spread the cost out evenly across the 
community. And it's not a real fair system but at the same time was the only system we 
could figure out because we didn't have a way to meter the actual uses of sewer. So, I 
know a lot of the concerns were that the, you know, if you water your yard a lot the 
water bill comes high but that also increases the sewer fee disproportionately high. But 
again, it was the, the best way we could figure out to do that that's why your sewer fee 
is higher than it is than the water right now. 

MS. RUIZ: Thank you, Mr. Arakawa, for discussing or giving us some light in this. Thank you. 

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Thank you. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. Okay. Next, we have from the Paia Youth Center, Rachel Ward 
and Gaia Brown. 
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MISS WARD: Hi, my name is Rachel and this is Gaia, and we have been going to the youth 
center for several years. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Hold on. Hold on .... (INAUDIBLE) . .. 

MISS WARD: Okay. Start over. Hi, my name is Rachel Ward, and this is Gaia, and we have 
been going to the youth center for several years. In the past years, we have gone 
through many changes and thanks to you, we have one of the best youth centers on the 
island. Our kitchen program has succeedens [sic] succeeded gratefully and we have a 
good manager named Emma and we made a very unique menu. I hope that you will 
support us in the future. 

MISS BROWN: We'd also like to thank you for giving us the money to start our new skate park 
and hopefully it will turn out the way we wanted it to be. The funding that you have 
given us has made the youth center a safer environment for the people that have gone 
there. 

MISS WARD: Our girls club has not been going on for the last few months but now it has 
started up again. Everyone is getting back into it. We are planning to do a dance. We 
also help out the community by cleaning up the beaches that are around the youth 
center. We also have recycling bins so we can help save the earth. 

MISS BROWN: We would like to thank you for taking your time to listen to what we had to say 
and we would like to thank you for all the things that you have given us and we hope 
that you will support us in the future. 

MISS WARD: Thank you and drive home safe. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, ladies. Any question for Miss Brown or Miss Ward? If not, 
thank you for sharing your thoughts with us this evening. Okay. Next, we have 
David Dantes ... Dantes. 

MR. DANTES: Good evening. My name is David Dantes, and I thank you for the opportunity 
of addressing you and also I need to comment that you're, you're still fairly alert. I think 
you've been in meetings all day long and, and thank you for maintaining your energy 
level for all of that. I'm not here because we, I'm here representing the Maui Vacation 
Rental Association. And it isn't that we need anything earmarked in the Budget but we 
have a dilemma, which is affecting our livelihood and which is affecting the Budget. And 
so, I came here tonight to share a few numbers with you and hopefully to ask you to 
open your minds to helping us resolve the, the dilemma that I mentioned. The numbers 
I'm going to mention are based on some assumptions, which I think are fairly accurate. 
I'm assuming there are 3,000 vacation rentals. I'm not talking about major 
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condominium buildings. I'm talking about cottages, homes, houses, and so forth, mostly 
on the north shore. And assuming that they're two-thirds occupied, assuming most of 
the occupants are couples and that each person spends $100 day while they're here. 
So, the numbers that I came up with were that the annual revenue delivered by these 
guests on Maui is $150 million. Of that, although Maui gets only a small share of the 
Transient Accommodations Tax, it ... just looking at the rent not the money that's spent 
outside of the accommodations, I believe that the rent collected is about $73 million and 
of that if Maui gets 1 % percent that would be $1 million. Now, there's also money that 
Maui isn't getting that it's entitled to and our, our membership by and large feels that it is 
entitled and that's real property tax assessment money. If we say, 3,000 units and 
$100,000 of each these properties were to be assessed at a business use rate instead 
of residential. Let's say it was assessed at $3 per 1,000 higher than what it has been 
that would put a million dollars directly into the, the County budget. And we, I, I believe I 
speak for most of us when I say we think that's, that's fair to us as well. Briefly, to 
mention a few other financial impacts, we, we employ local housekeeping, grounds 
keeping, maintenance, and repair people. We patronize local merchants for all our 
supplies, fruits, and flowers and we refer guests to the local vendors, shops, and 
attractions. Now, I know vacation rentals can be controversial and there are questions 
that aren't answered that are still under study about some of the impacts we may having 
but I wanted to point out that we exist already and that there have been very, very few 
complaints over, over many years directed at our activities. We'd like to contribute the 
additional million dollars of Real Property Tax Revenue to your Budget, especially 
hearing tonight some of the outstanding things that that money is, is going to serve. 
The dilemma is that the permit process is extremely difficult for most of us to satisfy. 
We have to meet the same standards for fire prevention as the Grand Wailea. A 
minimum of 1,500 gallons per minute of fire flow cannot be achieved in the Ag District. 
Between the, the Water Department, the Fire Department, Public Works, Health 
Department, the kinds of things that are being asked of us are really inappropriate to the 
residential scale and nature of our operation. We are not commercial. We're, we're not 
hotels. And so, what I'm asking of you tonight is that we could just plant a seed and that 
you would open your minds to considering how the permit process could be simplified 
and made easier for everyone, not just for us but for the County staff as well. And when 
we have some proposals that are clearly formulated ... our membership or our 
executive committee will, will hope to meet with you individually or collectively and, and, 
and ask for your support for these things. Thank you. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you very much, Mr. Dantes. And I believe that after Budget it will be 
under Mr. Arakawa's Committee's jurisdiction this subject matter. So, again, we 
appreciate you being open about this issue. We appreciate that you've come forward 
and shared your thoughts with us this evening and at the appropriate time the 
discussion can take place in a open meeting to get different points of comments from 
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various parts of the community. So, we thank you for coming this evening and sharing 
this with us. 

MR. DANTES: Mahalo. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Any questions? Mr. Arakawa. 

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Just as a comment. Currently, we're waiting for the 
Administration to complete their housing study. We need the housing study before we 
can really start working on the legislation because we need to understand what's 
happening within the industry. So, we have a commitment from Administration that 
they're going to do it and we wanting, we're waiting for that study to be complete. 

MR. DANTES: May I respond to that for a moment? 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Yeah, sure. A short comment please, Mr. Dantes. 

MR. DANTES: Aside from legislative approaches, I, I also hope you will consider 
administrative approaches because even if the laws were not to change, the permit 
process could change so that we wouldn't have to comply with commercial fire 
prevention standards. That, that right there would be a breakthrough. Thanks again. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. Thank you very much for being here this evening. Next, we have 
our lady from MEO, Bea Kahanu. Once in a while, you need to let George talk. 

MS. KAHANU: Thank you. For some of you old timers, this is probably about the tenth or 
twelfth year you've seen me here. But anyway, I'm Bea Kahanu and I'm, I'm speaking 
on behalf of support for MEO. And as a senior citizen of the Paia community, we 
certainly do appreciate all of the services that have been rendered through funding from 
your, from your generosity. And thank you Mayor Apana for your support in your Budget 
for this year. We hope to have it continued and probably a little increase as far as bus is 
concerned. We seem to need buses and you've already heard all kinds of request for 
buses. And we also think we can take care of the youth program as far as buses are 
concerned if something can be worked out. But anyway, we, we want to thank you very 
much for all of your sup ... support and we would like continued support for the coming 
years. And also, I'd like to put in a plug for the Paia Youth and Cultural Center. I think 
it's the best thing that's come to Paia and I'd like a lot of support for it. For those of us 
that have the privilege of living in Paia, we make our contributions to the various 
functions that they have but I again ask you for 100 percent support because that is one 
of the best things that have come to Paia. 
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CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Bea. Any questions for Ms. Kahanu? If not, thank you very 
much, Bea, we always love really and look forward to seeing you. Okay. Next, I have 
Cathryn Smith. 

MS. SMITH: Aloha. Aloha, everyone. I'm Cathryn Smith and I'm a teacher from Haiku 
Elementary School, and I'm the volunteer teacher for the Future Scientist and Engineers 
of America Club at Haiku school. I went to a training two summers ago that Women in 
Technology sponsored and I was very excited about starting the chapter because I 
know that there are children in our school who would benefit enormously. That there, 
women are underrepresented in science, math, and engineering. There are gifted 
students at Haiku school who perhaps are not, had not been receiving all the 
enrichment that they could take benefit from. And also, children that I noticed in my 
classes that have an aptitude for science but maybe are not shining in the classroom 
because in some other areas, for example, perhaps reading they're having trouble. So, 
it was for these kinds of children that I, I really was excited about the club but the whole 
first year I was not able to begin it because I could not find the funding. And then 
Women in Technology stepped forth and they have been so accommodating and so 
gracious. We have about 20, an average of 20 children attending each meeting. We 
have two mentors, Jim Loomis and Barry Spanier. And the mentor relationship with the 
children, mentor means a wise and faithful teacher, and the relationship that's 
devel. .. developing between them and children is really a lovely thing to see. And I 
thank you for your support of, for Women in Technology and I hope that that will 
continue in the future. And now, these are two members of our club, this, who would 
like to speak to you for a moment. This is David Smith and Caprese Castillon. 

MASTER SMITH: First, I would like to hand you the booklets. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay, hold on. Hold on, David. Okay. Okay. 

MASTER SMITH: Hi. Thank you for funding FSEA. I'm here to ask you to continue to fund 
FSEA because it helps kids in science. My favorite project in FSEA is the electric motor. 
It taught us about magnetics and how it works. Right now, we're making a catapult, 
which is helping me with craftsmanship. FSEA will help develop scientist for my 
generation. Thank you. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. 

MISS CASTILLON: Hi, my name is Caprese Castillon. I am a part, I am part of the FSEA 
Club. I just wanted to say that this club is a good experience for us kids. We learn a lot. 
Because of this, I am thinking of being a scientist when I get older. The teachers there 
are really great with us. I would as much as all the rest of us in the club like it if we 
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could go on with this club. The Future Scientist and Engineer of America is such a great 
idea that we want it to stay ... a great idea. Thank you. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. Okay. Thank you very much for being here this evening. Just 
goes to show it's a generational thing. My days was FFA, Future Farmers. I won't tell 
you when that was but that was many decades ago. Next, we have David Smith. 

MS. SMITH: That was David. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Oh, I'm sorry. Thank you. Okay, and thank you, Caprese. We have you all 
together. Next, we have Samantha Moikeha. 

MS. MOIKEHA: Aloha, Council Members -- I better not touch it. I knew I shouldn't have 
touched it. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Oh, don't worry, don't worry. It will be fine. 

MS. MOIKEHA: Thank you. My name is Samantha Moikeha. I'm the Race Director for Maui 
County Hawaiian Canoe Association. And last year we were able to receive some 
money to transport our paddlers to their canoe regattas during the weekend. And if you 
don't know, we have registered membership in about 2,000. On any given Saturday 
between June and August, we have about 3,000 paddlers on County beaches and we 
house all these people for the whole duration of the day from 7 'til usually about 4:30 is 
when we get done. Our kids are very, very, I mean they're really good athletes. We 
have won, Hawaiian Canoe Club has clenched the state title. In the second division, 
the AA, we almost made the first place, and in our third, the third division at states at 
Hanalei, we almost got that by just a few points. So, our Maui paddlers are great. I am 
here to ask for that same funding again so that we can transport our paddlers to their 
races and it's basically just for the kids. MEO was very generous in providing that 
transportation for us and we have some more requests as far as transporting our kids to 
practices. The youth transportation system as it works now, for the past three years I 
have been trying to get transportation for the west side clubs to come central. I have 
tried to get transportation from central to go to Kihei. We have paddlers. Because of 
our geography it doesn't work that we can just go down to the beach like in Oahu, 
there's a beach almost every shore. We can either paddle in the harbor, in Kihei or 
Hanakaoo. Everything else is just cliff and rock and you can't get there. So, our 
paddlers are faced with that option of paddling either everybody in the harbor or 
everybody in Kihei and then unless you live in Lahaina, you don't want to travel to 
Lahaina. So, transportation is a really big issue. The sun goes down in Lahaina a lot 
later. Transportation is an issue with that because they practice later. We can't get 
these kids home. They finish practice at 5:30 but yet they could be practicing 'til 6 or 7 
'cause the sun is still but the transportation leaves right then. And I know that there are 

- 28-



BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES 
Council of the County of Maui 

March 20, 2002 (3) 

alternatives. There's a reading program where we've asked I guess I think it's student 
transportation to do transportation for MEO. I know that they're doing that now, maybe 
some other things can be looked into. I'm, I'm just, I've been asking for three years 
now. I was a coach and I faced that problem. I was an official and now I'm the Head 
Race Director and I still have the same problems and I'm trying to get them fixed so that 
my paddlers are happy and so that they can bring home championships to MauL This is 
the first year for our MIL and our Lahainaluna did excellent. They were, I mean they did 
really well and they, they represented Maui at the state championship and I'm excited to 
bring paddling to Maui on this level. My dad is instrumental in bringing it in Oahu. He 
went before the Legislature and put our own family on the line for this. He does TV 
commercials at Tesoro to, you know, to drum up support for paddling and I, I hope that 
you will continue to support our paddling efforts here on MauL 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. Thank you very much, Samantha. Our understanding is that the 
Mayor has proposed the same level of funding as the current year for your needs. 
Ms. Johnson. 

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: How many kids do you have that would be transported, you 
know, either to or from the areas? 

MS. MOIKEHA: I don't have the actual figure with me other than we have half of our races 
during the day. Out of 41 events, we have, those are, half of 'em are children and kids. 
The, the non-driving age is the problem. It's between 9 and, you know, 14, 15's that 
they can't get there. And as a coach I can tell you, if you have five people, six people in 
a crew and one can't make it because they don't have a ride and their parents are 
working hotels or, you know, something that doesn't give them a Saturday off, that 
messes up your crew. And because of the rules in, in paddling, you can't just stick 
somebody else in, you, you end up having them participate but not for points and it 
really gets their spirit down and then they just don't participate. So, if ... I would say on 
average, I can't even give you that number right now because last year it was, because 
the schedule came out so late, some people didn't even use the transportation system. 
So, I know our numbers were low. 

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Okay, 'cause I, I know the, the Endsley's are working with the 
Literacy Program in West MauL And I was trying to think of, you know, because Pat 
wrote a grant for that maybe, you know, we can see if there some way that maybe there 
might be some kind of partnership that we could do, you know, in that regard to at least 
get the transportation going. 

MS. MOIKEHA: Right. Yeah. We, we can provide you with numbers. I just, I'm going to be 
off island for the rest of 'em and I forgot that tonight was the hearing, so I like rushed 
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over here from Wailuku 'cause, so I could get this information to you. But if, if, I can get 
it to you as soon as you need it. 

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: That, that would be wonderful if you could provide that then 
maybe we can work with the Endsley's and --

MS. MOIKEHA: I think also MEO has some of those figures also. I have on my end how 
many buses I saw come into my races and do the turn around and how many kids 
approximately got on the buses. But they, I'm sure they have a more accurate ridership 
count as last year. 

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Yeah, if, if we could have that that would be great. So--

MS. MOIKEHA: Okay. 

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: -- whether it's through MEO or whether it's through maybe 
even the Boys and Girls Club or possibly the Literacy Program. 

MS. MOIKEHA: Okay. 

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: We'll, we'll see what we can do. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. Mr. Arakawa. 

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Yeah, Samantha, the transportation actually was all MEO, 
who, who was the carrier? 

MS. MOIKEHA: It was always MEO. 

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Always MEO. Then the lady three seats behind you probably 
has all that information. Did she leave? 

?: She's gone. 

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Agnes left? 

?: Agnes just left. 

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Oh ... okay. And did you have any -

MS. MOIKEHA: I know --
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COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: -- problems with that? 

MS. MOIKEHA: Well, okay, maybe a problem did exist. My husband is no longer employed by 
MEO and that's where I didn't --

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: No, the, the ... okay, the, the program still exist whether 
your husband is employed or not. 

MS. MOIKEHA: Right. 

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: And MEO if they, they were transporting last year, they 
should have the same criteria now. 

MS. MOIKEHA: Right. 

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: So, if, have, have you discussed it with the transportation? 

MS. MOIKEHA: I had discussed it, the three prior years and it always came back that there 
might be a conflict of interest with my husband dealing with it. So, he never dealt with it 
and they always told me that we, if we do for one club, we have to do for all clubs. And 
that was the issue with me is I want to do what is best for the whole association. And 
so, to do that I stopped coaching so that I could get transportation for all the kids and I 
still was not able to satisfy all the needs of our paddlers. 

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: What you can do for me is my Executive Assistant is sitting 
right there, Adele. Give her your phone number so we can contact you. 

MS. MOIKEHA: Sure. 

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Bea and I are also on the Board of MEO. So, if, you know, 
we try to see what we can do with the transportation and find out --

MS. MOIKEHA: Sure. 

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: -- we just need the details. 

MS. MOIKEHA: Sure. 

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Thank you. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. Thank you very much, Samantha. Next, we have Mr. AI Hamilton. 
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MR. HAMILTON: Good evening, Mr. Chairman, and Budget members, Budget Committee 
members and public. I'm here on behalf of the MEO's Micro-business leg of the 
organization. I've been in business now about a year and a little over a year and a half, 
compliments of MEO and a little hard work on my part and a few setbacks and a few 
successes. And I'm here to say that thanks to MEO, I have a business that is now a 
somewhat growing concern and it's growing everyday. As a matter of fact, since 9/11 
it's starting growing even more, I don't understand that, but it has. So, my, my request 
to the, to the Committee is that whatever you do continue funding the micro-business 
leg of MEO. Because these people, there's people out there that can -- I was one that 
didn't have an idea of what I was going to do in terms of getting the business gone [sic] 
going or how I was going to go about doing it. And talking to, to Danny and a few folks 
at MEO who've been right there by my side the whole time, a lot of times holding my 
hand, sometimes kicking me in the butt but they got me going and consequently it's paid 
off. And I think if you have the heart and the desire to get a business going, it's one of 
the best ways to get going here on Maui and particularly for people who might not 
ordinarily have a chance to do that but do want to get into business. All I can say is that 
it's the greatest program I've come across in a long time. It's better than bus ... Better 
Business Bureau or big ... or the Small Business Administration. Maui has a great 
program in MEO, so keep it up and thank you very much for your time. By the way, I 
want to do a video for you guys one of these days, so I was listening to some of my 
competition earlier this evening and I'm like, oh, wait a minute. So, but these are some 
future shooters coming up and it can only help Maui County. Thank you. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Mr. Hamilton. Questions for Mr. Hamilton? Seeing none. No. 
Thank, thank you. There's no questions. Thank you very much for being here this 
evening. Okay. I have one more person that has signed up. If there's anyone else that 
would like to speak please make us aware and you will have your opportunity. Next, we 
have Mr. Benjamin Leader. 

MR. LEADER: Let's see if I can keep from breaking this here. Good evening, distinguished 
Council Members, and distinguished members of our community. My name is 
Benjamin Leader. I'd like to thank you for coming out tonight. I'm here to represent 
Maui Economic Opportunity's Micro-Enterprises unit as well as Mr. Hamilton mentioned 
one of the best groups of people that you could ever be involved with. This is my 
second time in front of the Council and I don't want to bore you with my story but to 
make it brief and short. After 20 years in the restaurant business, due to an injury I got 
out of the business and started my own business. Well, where do you go, what do you 
do and you don't know. And after working for a large company for so long, everything is 
sort of provided for you and, you know, you fit into your slot and do what you're told and 
everything is great. Well, how am I going to start my own thing? What do I do? A 
friend of mine told me about MEO's Micro-Enterprises classes. I took the class, 11 
weeks, once a week. Very accommodating once a week, once a week at night 6 to 9. 
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They provide dinner for you while you're there. The people that run that class, 
Mr. Barry Gay at the time and Danny Agsalog came along later. I also worked with him. 
But Dan Flavin was there at the time, one of my other teachers. I don't know if any of 
you are familiar with him. But just, the guys one of my idols. Dan Flavin recently had a 
heart attack and I won't go into this very far. But the point being the people that work for 
MEO are fantastic. I found out when he had the heart attack, it was a couple days after, 
they awarded him for never missing a day of work. The whole time he's been with the 
company never missing a day of work. Couple of days later, well, somebody called 
from above and said take a break, take a couple days off. Needless to say, those are 
the kind of people that are involved with, with MEO and it makes me proud to be 
involved with them. As I said, I stood before you about a year or so ago at another 
Budget meeting, since then my business has grown. It's been fantastic. I've gotten two 
subsequent loans from MEO for my business and I, I can't talk enough about 'em. I try 
to tell everybody I know MEO is fantastic. People, I, I tried to write some notes for 
tonight. The, one of the main things that kept coming to mind on the way down here is 
people, people, people. MEO is all about people. It's great people in the business, 
helping great people in our community. And I sit here and listen to these beautiful 
people talk about going to Hana, I want to go with them. It just, it's a great thing. If, if 
there's room in the Budget and you can continue supporting MEO's ability to help the 
community as well as the Micro-Enterprises branch of that I think would be a beautiful 
thing. Thank you for your time. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Mr. Leader. Any questions for Mr. Leader this evening? If not, 
thank you very much. 

MR. LEADER: I know you're all tired. Thank you. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. Okay. We had one person that we had called and wasn't here. 
So, if there is a Lisa Paulson, last call. If not, we thank you very much for being here 
with us this evening. Yes, ma'am. 

MS. LAGAT: Yes, sir. I just wanted to tell, talk about something about our parks in Paia. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay, use the microphone please, Ms. Lagat. 

MS. LAGAT: Okay. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. 

MS. LAGAT: Well, I think I have a loud voice already I don't need a mike. I told 
Council Alan Arakawa one time when he came to us to talk about Dengue Fever. And 
we have so many mosquitoes here in Paia and we are really affected with this mosquito 
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bites. There in our park, it's not so plain that some are lower than the others. I walk 
with my dog every morning and if I still find the lower part and there are standing 
stagnant water over there and they are breeding places for mosquitoes. And I would be 
thankful enough if you support us to make that parks a plain one so that there will be no 
more standing water over there so that we will not have so much mosquitoes in our 
place. Thank you very much. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Ms. Lagat, for bringing that to our attention and --

MS. LAGAT: You are in, in the parks over there. At the back --

CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. The back side. 

MS. LAGAT: -- that is at the back of the Paia Community ... facility play -- what do we call 
that -- facility, for they play basket, basketball. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. Okay, we know where that is. 

MS. LAGAT: Because I am there at the back of that and I always walk with my dog every 
morning. And during the rainy season, I go there and I see still the puddle, sir. I told 
you one time when you came to our, our place here for the Dengue Fever, and I told you 
about the problem, and it's still there the same. Thank you so much. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you very much, Ms. Lagat, for bringing that to our attention and you 
have the right people. We have Ms. Johnson who is in charge of our Parks Committee. 
So, she's aware of it. We have the Budget Director, who will inform the Parks 
Department of your concern. So, we thank you for sharing that and we hope you don't 
need to bring this up to the Council again next year. 

MS. LAGAT: Thank you, sir. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay, anyone else would like to share a comment? If not, again 
Paia-Haiku, we appreciate your time with us and we love being here and we thank you 
very much. And any closing comments, Mr. Molina? 

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Other than, what Chairman Hokama said, thank you all for 
coming out tonight. We had a very nice response and we appreciate the applause. It's 
nice to get, you know, people clapping for politicians. It makes us feel good. Believe 
me. Thank you for coming out. 

MS. LAGAT: ... (INAUDIBLE) ... vote for you again. 
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COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Okay. Thank you. Thank, thank you. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: This meeting is adjourned. 

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: This meeting is adjourned. 

ACTION: DEFER pending further discussion. 

ADJOURN: 7:30 p.m. 

APPROVED: 

Budget and Finance Committee 
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